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Prof. John Smith
Editor-in-Chief
Journal of Applied Microbiology

Dear Editor-in-Chief:
Please find enclosed our manuscript entitled “Overcoming Drug Resistance: Bactericidal Activity of Medicinal Plants,” which we request you to consider for publication as Original Article in Journal of Applied Microbiology.	Comment by Author: Use the singular pronoun I in case the study has a single author and plural pronoun we in case of 2 or more authors.	Comment by Author: Because a cover letter introduces your manuscript to the journal, mentioning the type of manuscript or purpose of submission at the start of the cover letter is essential.

Drug-resistant bacteria are one of the main reasons for the lack of success in treating infectious diseases. Medicinal plants are therefore considered new resources for producing agents that could act as alternatives to antibiotics, thereby overcoming this challenge and treating drug-resistant bacteria. In our study, we have successfully identified 4 essential oils that have bactericidal activity against gram-negative bacteria. We evaluated the activities of 28 plant extracts and oils as well as some antibiotics against gram-negative bacteria such as Escherichia coli O157:H7, Yersinia enterocolitica O9, Proteus spp., and Klebsiella pneumoniae using the disc diffusion method. Of all the evaluated plants, essential oils of Origanum syriacum L., Thymus syriacus Boiss., Cinnamomum zeylanicum L., and Syzygium aromaticum L. showed the highest bactericidal activity against the said bacteria.

Because of their safety and low cost as well as their impact on a large number of microbes, medicinal plants will be a great alternative to antibiotics in the future, and our study provides the preliminary data required for performing future in vivo studies to implement the same. 	Comment by Author: A well-written cover letter can help your manuscript reach the next stage of the publication process. Providing the novelty and/or significance of your study and of the overall findings helps increase the chances of getting the manuscript shortlisted to the next stage by the target journal.

This manuscript has not been published elsewhere and is not under consideration by another journal. We have approved the manuscript and agree with submission to Nature Nanotechnology. There are no conflicts of interest to declare.	Comment by Author: Authors are required to acknowledge all funding sources that supported their work as well as all institutional or corporate affiliations of the authors, if any. The authors also need to declare if the manuscript has been published or submitted to another journal or if there are any potential conflicts of interest to declare.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We believe that the findings of this study are relevant to the scope of your journal and will be of interest to its readership. The manuscript has been carefully reviewed by an experienced editor whose first language is English and who specializes in editing papers written by scientists whose native language is not English.	Comment by Author: International publishing guidelines (e.g., of COPE, ICMJE, and EASE) require full transparency in manuscripts, which includes acknowledging individuals who provided writing or editorial assistance to authors during the preparation of their manuscript. Such information therefore needs to be included in the cover letter.
We look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely,
Joshua Lee	Comment by Author: The corresponding author details need to be mentioned at the end of the cover letter for all future communications pertaining to the publication process.
Department of Materials Science and Engineering, Korea University,
Seoul 136-713, Korea
Phone No: +824623678923
Fax No: +82437819331
Email Address: joshua@sciadvance.com 
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